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ADMINISTRATOR’S CORNER 

By David Morrow 
Just over three decades ago and young man and his wife 
ventured west to accept a position with Nevada State Parks as 
a planner.  Steve Weaver initially seemed a bit out of place, 
since he had a thick southern accent, his favorite college team 
was not the University of Nevada Reno and all of his previous 
work experience had involved thick forested land, not rabbit 
and sage brush.  However, it didn’t take long for him to adapt 
in every aspect, even his accent, which for anyone other than 
those from his home state of North Carolina remained 
distantly southern in tone. 

Over his 32 year career with Nevada State Parks, he has 
become as indispensible as many of Nevada’s most iconic 
features.  During his career he participated in the construction, 
renovation or repair of most of state park facilities, he 
developed most of the general plans, as well as the division’s 
system plan and reviewed and corrected almost every piece of 
important written correspondence ever written.  To Steve’s 
credit, he completed every one of his “#1 Top Priorities” prior 
to the deadline and somehow always found time for turf 
management (golf), slope management (skiing) and fish 
distribution studies (fishing).  It seems that one of his great 
qualities has always been his enthusiasm and interest in so 
many different things.  He could be deeply involved in 
developing a spreadsheet to track the many projects he 
oversaw and then just a keenly interested winning at a hand of 
poker or calculating the correct angle on a flight of stairs.  His 
keen intellect and eclectic personality not only made him 
extremely beneficial to State Parks, but very likeable and 
interesting to everyone he work around. 
 
As Steve draws within closer to his last day with State Parks, 
the realization that he is actually going to retire and leave is 
starting to sink in and affect all friends and associates.  I really 
don’t know how any of us will survive without him.  I know 
we need to move on, but just like Newberry’s departure, 

Weaver’s will leave a permanent void that I don’t see anyone 
ever filling.  After all, he is the keeper of our history, the 
connection to past and present, and a contributor to almost 
everything State Parks has done. 
 
When I get done feeling sorry for myself at the thought of no 
longer working with him, I hope to be able to celebrate my 
good fortune in working with him for the last seven years.  I 
also will look forward to an occasional update from him and 
Kathie, knowing they will be remodeling something, visiting 
family or on another road trip. 

The memory of riding in “IVANT” (license plate of their very 
old van with over 294,000 miles) surrounded by a tornado of 
dog hair will forever be etched in my memory, as will his 
ability to evaluate a successful ski day by how many vertical 
feet he descended without making a single turn. 
 
I hope everyone joins me in wishing Steve and Kathie the 
best on their well deserved retirement and thanking them both 
for their friendship and enormous service to the State of 
Nevada. 
 
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 

By Steve Weaver 
After nearly 32-1/2 years of service to the State of Nevada, 
this article constitutes my last PEN, hurrah! I must say that for 
the vast majority of the time, it’s been great fun and very 
rewarding. I’ve especially enjoyed working with such 
dedicated staff throughout the division over the course of five 
different decades: 1970’s, 80’s, 90’s, 2000’s and 2010’s, and 
serving under six governors.  
 
I’ve never regretted my career choice. In fact, it is only with 
some degree of trepidation that I am taking the big retirement 
leap, cheered on by my wife Kathie, who is long past wanting 
to retire and join her family back in North Carolina. In any 
case, I can’t help but remember when my dad first retired. He 
couldn’t stand it and went back to work shortly thereafter. I 
only hope the same fate doesn’t snare me. 
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DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR (Con’t) 

I do think I’ll stay plenty busy…remodeling the house we’ve 
already bought near Raleigh, building a barn and mowing 
pastures on our farm in western N.C., and fishing, golfing and 
skiing with my brothers, brother-in-laws and 30 nieces and 
nephews. I also plan to continue gardening, and engage in lots 
of traveling and hiking. Although I’ve already done most of 
the things on my life’s bucket list, still remaining on my list is 
driving all 5,000 miles of the Trans-Canada highway at one 
time and trips to Scandinavia, China and Australia.  I’ve even 
contemplated a web-based business doing illustrated family 
trees (with photos of ancestors and ancestral hometowns) like 
I already did for various branches of my own family. I may 
even be a park volunteer; Hemlock Bluffs State Natural Area 
is only 2-1/2 miles from our new house. 
 
Reflecting back on my career, I can only be proud of the many 
accomplishments I’ve had a part in over the years. Foremost 
among these is nearly $50 million worth of park 
improvements and major rehab projects, many involving 
accompanying federal grants. I was also in on the ground floor 
in establishing six new state park areas, assisted with 
numerous other acquisitions/additions, conducted or oversaw a 
number of park feasibility studies, oversaw the master 
planning process for each and every one of our state 
parks…several for a second round and several SCORP’s 

(Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan). 
Other successes include getting 
the RecTrails program 
established, and helping to 
expand our concession 
operations and revenue base. 
 
What may seem a surprise to 
some folks is that some of my 
most rewarding experiences 
were surveying, designing and 
physically constructing many of 
the heavy timber steps that are a 
mainstay for trails in a number 
of our parks, and teaching 
others how to build them.  Trail 
layout and construction was 
also very rewarding, most 
notably the now world famous 
Tahoe Rim Trail.   
 

When I served my first tour of duty as assistant administrator 
(1985-1989), my first order of business as assigned by then 
administrator John Richardson, was to break a philosophical 
deadlock and get our first law enforcement manual completed. 
I was also assigned a major role in establishing our policy 
manual, standardization manual, and initiating the 
computerization of the agency (I literally bought the first 
computer, used in the division office myself in 1985 with my 
own resources). And budgets, let’s not forget budgets. 
Fortunately, I was always good with numbers, specializing in 
“creative financing.” Without a doubt, I believe I was able to 
make a genuine difference for State Parks and the citizens of 
Nevada. 
 
Even on those occasions where I did make mistakes, like 
drawing the building footprint at a different scale than the site 
plan for the Fallon regional maintenance/office complex in 
1979 (my very first park improvement project), I made it a 
point to learn from my experiences. Do this, and the older you 
get, the fewer mistakes you’ll make. In almost all cases, I was 
hardest on myself, and didn’t need anybody to tell me I 
committed a blunder…I was almost always the first to know! 
Fortunately, all indications are that I made far more correct 
than incorrect decisions. 
 
In any case, it’s farewell to all.  But, don’t be surprised if you 
see me visiting in the coming years. I plan to visit Nevada 
frequently, even though I’ll have to travel almost completely 
across the country. 
 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (P&D) 

By Mark Davis 
This is regretfully the 
last chance to pay 
homage to Mr. Steve 
Weaver as he will be 
retired before the 

next PEN will be published.  I wish to extend my greatest 
thanks and gratitude to Mr. Weaver on behalf of the Division 
of State Parks, P&D Section.  Mr. Weaver has served the 
great State of Nevada, particularly the Division of State Parks 
for over 32 years.  With his departure, we will lose the greatest 
personnel resource we have. 
 
Mr. Weaver has a complete working knowledge of every 
facet of our division, and just about every square inch of all of 
our state parks.  I know we in the P&D section will sorely 
miss him!  I just hope we can continue to glean from him any 
knowledge about our parks we can before he departs.  
Personally, I would like to extend warm wishes to Mr. 
Weaver in his retirement years! 
 
Projects Recently Completed 
 
The Van-Sickle Bi-State Park will soon be back under way, 
with minor work left to be completed.  The project is already 
substantially complete, but we believe a couple of things need 
to be changed and corrected.  It is truly a beautiful park and 
we hope the Tahoe Rim Trail will be successful in obtaining 
grants that will allow us to share its beauty with the world. 
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (Con’t) 
The South Fork State Recreation Area Campground 
Improvements are complete, with some minor winter damage 
to be corrected.  This spring its polished beauty will be shared 
with our visitors.  Our South Fork staff have been nurturing it 
over the winter and done an excellent job.  We hope everyone 
gets a chance to enjoy it. 
 
The South Fork, State Recreation Area, South West 
Shoreline Improvements:  This project was delayed due to 
winter setting in earlier than expected.  The contractor is 
excited to be back at the park to complete the limited work 
that remained when winter set in.  It will be complete at the 
time of the publishing of this PEN article.  The winter, and the 
ice that it created, did some minor damage to the new low 
water boat launch.  However, the contractor has agreed to 
repair that for us while he is there. We hope our visitors enjoy 
using these new improvements.  Dion George has been 
managing the construction of this project and has done an 
exemplary job in ensuring its completion. 

The Ranger Residence, Storage, Photovoltaic Off-Grid 
Power System and Site Improvements at Berlin 
Ichthyosaur State Park was also impacted by winter 
weather.  However, it hasn’t stopped the contractor from 
completing the work.  At the time of the printing of this PEN 
article, the project will be substantially complete.  The project 
fits very well into the landscape of our historic site.  The much 
needed improvements are a welcome addition to the park. 
Marc Lepire and Dion George have been managing the 
construction of this project. 
 
The Valley of Fire Visitors Center has been underway.  
Marc Lepire and Dion George have been managing some 
issues with the cabinet work, but that too will be complete at 
the time of the printing of this article.  We are excited to get it 
completed as our busy season for this park ramps up.  We 
hope park staff and visitors will enjoy the improvements. 
 
Projects Under Construction 
 
In the last PEN, we reported that we anticipated to be 
underway with a new well and solar powered pump at 
Beaver Dam, by late fall.  However, with some turn of events 
with archaeology and locating the facilities, we were delayed.  
We anticipate bidding this project this spring and get this 
much needed improvement underway.  It will replace our old 
spring collection system that has periodic contamination 
problems.  Joe Cyphers is in charge of design and 
construction management.  It is funded by a $55k Federal 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant that is 
matched with a like amount of Question 1 (Q1) bond monies.  
 

At Big Bend, the park experienced a flash flood last year.  I 
provided some minor assistance to Russ Dapsauski in gaining 
funding from Risk Management to take corrective action.  We 
worked with Russ to develop the scope of work and assisted 
him during the bidding process.  Russ diligently solicited the 
bids and should have the contractor on board to complete the 
work soon.  We expect it will be a short term project with 
some minor interruptions with access to the campground.  All 
of the work should be complete before summer sets in. 
 
Design Projects 
 
Big Bend Erosion Mitigation:  The dams and hydroelectric 
power plants upstream from the park have been causing some 
significant fluctuations in water levels and flows.  This has 
resulted in continuous erosion of the river bank and beaches in 
our park.  We are currently seeking funding to perform some 
emergency stabilization of the river banks near our ramadas in 
an attempt to save them, and give us time to provide a more 
permanent solution.  After the permanent solution is 
determined, we will seek funding to resolve the erosion issues.  
We will commence with design as soon as we have solidified 
our funding resources. 
 
The Capacity Study at Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park at 
Sand Harbor is still underway.  Survey data has been 
collected.  The consultant is in the process of analyzing the 
data they obtained and received from the public and park.  The 
next step will be for us to determine how best to operate and 
develop the park.  This data will also assist our staff in 
determining the requirements and scope for a Boat Ramp and 
Parking Improvement Project for Sand Harbor.  This project 
is currently in our scheduled work program.  We will 
commence with the design, once the direction is known. 
 
The Cave Rock Boat Launch Area Improvements have 
been moderately delayed due to uncertainty of funding 
streams.  However, it appears we have a better way to fund the 
project now and are moving forward with our funding 
requests.  This project will include: a feasibility analysis; 
public participation; site design; permits; a joint Nevada 
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) and Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency (TRPA) environmental document-public 
scoping;  simulated photo analysis/scenic study (if required); 
tribal consultation; construction documents; coordinated 
project management for sidewalk and curbing replacements 
(with several small overlooks along the west sidewalk with 
railings and barriers to keep vehicles off of sidewalks); partial 
reconfiguration of parking to allow for longer boat trailers; 
installation of a fish cleaning 
station; removal of an old boat 
ramp at the south end and slope 
protection/enhancement; 
installation of a three shade 
ramadas with barbeque grilles 
and picnic benches; improve 
accessibility at restroom; and 
the main day use facilities area 
Statewide Cabins. 
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Joe Cyphers and Peter Maholland are working on Sand 
Harbor’s Diver’s Cove Walkway and Erosion control 
project.  Design is near completion, then Joe and Peter will 
work together to quickly accomplish the project this spring. 
 
The Washoe Valley Bike Path, due to some unforeseen 
information causing the bike path to be relocated, has been re-
designed.  The re-design documents are near completion.  
They will be reviewed by Washoe County, before we can 
continue.  Bob Beck has been doing the design work, with 
oversight by Joe Cyphers.  Despite the relocation of the path, 
the project should bid soon.  Bob Beck will be the 
construction manager for this project.  The project is funded 
with $175,000 Washoe County 1 Bonds, $175,000 State Lands 
Q1 bonds, and $140,000 of State Park Q1 bond money. 
 
Tule Springs Fence:  At the Tule Springs Paleontological site 
on North Decatur in North Las Vegas, we have been 
experiencing a significant amount of construction debris 
dumping.  This began with the extension of North Decatur, 
when it was extended to the new gun club north of the site.  As 
a result, we have another high priority project to perform.  
Dion George has been developing the scope of work and 
budget for this project.  As soon as we know the cost, we will 
follow up with funding the project and getting it underway.  
This project should be complete by the end of this fiscal year. 
 
Valley of Fire East Entrance Contact Station:  This new 
project will help staff collect fees from an access point visitors 
have been able to enter without paying.  It will also assist us in 
becoming more self-reliant and will be a fast paced project.  
We expect to advertise the project sometime in the early 
summer and commence construction sometime in August. 
 
PLANNING/RECTRAILS (RTP) 

By Jenny Scanland 
Cha cha cha changes...Coming to a park near you! 
 
As I write this I am still RTP, but still doing other things 
as well.  Like the rest of us I’m a Jack/Jill of all trades and 
master of none, but willing to do about anything to bring 
money into State Parks! This is the best summer ever! I 
can’t think of anything bad! 
 
 WATCH FOR TRAIL CREWS!!! 

We have crews showing up 
starting March 28 through May 
and beyond at the following parks: 
Beaver Dam, Spring Valley, Echo 
Canyon, Valley of Fire, Ward 
Charcoal Ovens, and Rye Patch.  
What a spring this is going to be!  
Rockwork crews will be doing 
incredible work at Beaver and 
Echo; I’ll make sure I get good 
pictures. Here is one from Valley 
of Fire.→ 

 The Washoe Lake bike trail is still moving forward.  I 
promise Jennifer (Washoe Lake supervisor)!   

 Some guy is running around with a wheel in our parks 
measuring trails and making us these great signs and for 
free! Jeremy Vlcan from Beneficial Designs is 
completing trail assessments in 14 of our great parks and 
the results are amazing! Check out Washoe Lake and Ft. 
Churchill already on our website! 

 What! 50 mountain bikers 
traveling across the state through 
six of our parks and getting filmed 
for a documentary about our parks 
and the American Discovery 
Trail!  And Steve Gray is one of 
them? YES!!! Go online to our 
website at parks.nv.gov or 
mtbikenevada.com and check it 
out!  

 Before that happens, we have an ultra runner running the 
whole thing and horseback folks doing parts of it too! 
More to come on how this will generate $$$$ for our 
parks.  American Discovery Trail!!! 

 There are about 60 RTP and LWCF grants out there.  I’m 
working with partners on the ground right now and I hope 
this will be one of the best summers ever!  

Oh, but I knew it wouldn’t last…as the greatest supervisor I 
have ever had takes off on a trail of his own. Steve Weaver 
leaves us to roam eastward. BUT he’ll be back in June for a 

heck of a party.  I’ll save those comments for 
the roast! I will miss him, as he was ‘firm and 
fair” and always had a great story to tell, 
mostly concerning his love and great respect 
for FOX NEWS. The wealth of knowledge in 
his brain is amazing.  I have his personal cell 
phone number and will be calling it often!  
 

It’s not goodbye Steve, as I know we will see each other again 
in this VERY SMALL WORLD. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weaver’s trail 
stairway at Lake 
Tahoe. → 
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LAKE TAHOE NV STATE PARK (LTNSP) 

By Jay Howard 
 
The staff is busy preparing for the upcoming season and return 
of seasonal employees. This has been a very long snow season 
with lots of rain as well. I’m sure all of us are going to be 
happy to see summer approach, along with some warmth. 
Lakes are going to fill nicely and we should have busy parks 
this year. Before I go on too much about plans for this season, 
I’d like to start something I hope will catch on with other 
parks - that is to share some information in the PEN about our 
individual park histories and acquisition chronology. I for one 
have always found history to be interesting and would like to 
hear from other parks. 
 
The history of this park is really one from the Comstock 
mining era and the entrepreneurs that first entered this territory 
to provide the two main support items: timber and water. In 
the mid to late 1800’s, the acreage that would later become 
LTNSP, was home to some fairly large timber and water 
operations. New technology and engineering was being 
implemented that made things possible and could have never 
been done before. The need for these resources led to the 
Virginia and Gold Hill Water Company and two of the largest 
timber operations in the basin, the Sierra Nevada Wood and 
Lumber Company and the Carson Tahoe Lumber and Flume 
Company. These companies operated through the end of the 
century. As the Comstock came to an end, the area 
transitioned into private ownership for summer homes and 
pleasure activities. The early 1900’s became an era where the 
roots of tourism firmly took hold.  
 
Later in the 1900’s, the acreage of the park was essentially 
purchased by two entities. The land inside the Tahoe basin 
was bought in 1937 by George Whittel, a flamboyant 
millionaire from San Francisco. In fact, Whittel came to own 
approximately 40,000 acres of Tahoe’s east shore from Crystal 
Bay to Zephyr Cove. Most of the land outside the basin was 
purchased from the water company (what had become the 
Marlette Lake Water Company in the early 1900’s) by the 
Curtis Wright Corporation in 1957. The water system still 
operates today and continues to supply water to Virginia City 
and Carson City.  

Sand Harbor’s beach in the1960’s 
 

Portions of the park were purchased in the following way: 
 

1. 1958 – A lease for 8.6 acres at Sand Harbor (main beach 
area) from the George Whittell Estate with a 30-day notice 
cancellation clause. Sand Harbor was initially dedicated as a 
park by gubernatorial proclamation at this time. Minor 
developments are implemented for $8,000 (mostly donated 
funds). 
 
2. 1963 – State purchased 5,378 acres around Marlette Lake 
and acreage to the east (Marlette Lake Water System) from the 
Curtis Wright Corporation. This included 80 acres at five mile 
reservoir in the Virginia Range and 3.1 acres surrounding the 
Lakeview caretaker’s house in Washoe Valley. The land is 
given to State Buildings and Grounds to manage the water 
system. The cost was $1,650,000. 
 
3. 1967 – 5,300 acres purchased from the Whittell Estate for 3 
million (1.5 million from the State and matched by the 
Fleischman Foundation). This purchase was a result of 
eminent domain condemnation proceedings brought by the 
State. The acreage included 3 ½ miles of Lake Tahoe 
shoreline. 
 
4. 1967 – 3.2 acres at the Cave Rock Boat Launch are 
transferred from the Nevada Department of Wildlife to the 
Park system. 

 
5. 1969 – 5,295 acres of the Buildings and Grounds Marlette 
Lake Water System lands are given to Parks for management 
through the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources.  
 
6. 1969 – 1,600 acres purchased in North Canyon from the 
Whittell Estate. 
 
7. 1969/1970 – 1,140 acres purchased at Spooner Lake from 
the Whittell Estate. 
 
8. 1971 - Sand Harbor is more formerly developed (essentially 
as seen today, restrooms, access, etc.) and officially dedicated 
on October 1. 
 
9. 1988 – 542 acres are donated in Stateline to State Parks 
(land behind the casino corridor near South Lake Tahoe) from 
the Jack Van Sickle Estate in honor of his grandfather Henry 
Van Sickle. 28 acres are added in 2001 from State Lands 
(Amaecher Shultz property). Total current acreage is 570. 
Park planning began in 2000 with initial developments in 
2010. California added 175 acres and by 2005, the “Bi-State 
Park” total came to 745 acres.  Park Total = 13,908.2 Acres     
The rest, as they say, is history.  Thanks to all of you out there 
and have a 
safe and 
enjoyable 
season. 
 
Lake Tahoe 
Park 
Rangers in 
the 
1960’s→ 
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NORTHERN REGION 

 
BERLIN-ICHTHYOSAUR STATE PARK 

By Jeff Morris 
Winter has officially ended and spring has sprung, but not here 
at Berlin.  As I write this it is snowing sideways and the wind 
has knocked down a portion of the fence at the old residence.  
The weather put a damper on opening day of fossil tours, but 
I’m positive we should have a banner tour season. 

On a positive note, final inspection of the new ranger 
residence is scheduled for April 1.  If all goes to plan I will 
move into the new palace in a few weeks.  Many thanks go out 
to Dion George, Marc Lepire, and everyone else who saw 
this project through.  After spending six years in a 1967 single 
wide trailer in Ione and two years in a 14 x 20 seasonal cabin, 
I will feel like the King of Berlin.  This move will also allow 
park ranger Robin Riggs to move to the old residence. 

 
Another thank you goes out to 
the Wilhelm Hoppe Family 
Trust for their generous 
donation of $4,769.61 toward 
general park improvements.  
The foundation has provided 
over $18,000 in financial 
support to the park in the past 
three years allowing us to 

improve facilities and the interpretive experience here at the 
park.  We are forever grateful for their support in these tough 
economic times. 
 
Well, its tour time again so I must head to the fossil shelter.  
For those who haven’t visited Berlin, I encourage you to stop 
by and see the fossils, or go on a mine tour, or spend a 
weekend in the campground.  You won’t be disappointed.  
Have a safe and productive summer season. 
 
CAVE LAKE/WARD CHARCOAL OVENS STATE 
PARKS   By Allen Wooldridge 
 
Winter is finally letting go of its grip on us. Winter hit Ely 
early and hard, giving us snow levels we haven’t seen since 
2005. This gave us plenty to do in preparation for Fire and Ice 
and the Ice Fishing Derby.  Clearing snow, building roads, the 
ice skating rink and concession areas on the ice, and keeping 
the campground open were daily tasks. The weather decided 
to give the event a reprieve and turned to 50 degree days. The 
night before the event, we received a nice downpour of rain, 

melting much of the snow on the ice and turning many of the 
completed sculptures into unrecognizable blobs on the ice.  

Event organizers surveyed the damage the morning of the 
event and decided to play it safe due to ice conditions and 
cancelled the day-part of the event. Many visitors’ spirits were 
not dampened and still enjoyed a day out at Cave Lake. We 
had a good turnout for the evening’s fireworks with the 
parking lots full of vehicles.  Thank you to all who came out 
to Ely to help out with the event. 

After Fire and Ice clean up, we turned our sights to the Rotary 
Ice Fishing Derby. While the weather rained on our Fire and 
Ice parade, it created some of the strongest lake ice going into 
the fishing derby. With 567 registered fishermen, the highest 
number in event history, the event was a huge success. The 
success of the event helped even more local students with 
scholarships and got the Cave Lake name out there even more. 
The weather was perfect, allowing many anglers to fish in tee-
shirts and focus on catching “the big one” rather than staying 
warm. 

 
After a productive winter getting caught up on indoor projects, 
paperwork and training, it’s finally getting nice enough to 
head outside. Park improvements are keeping Terry Ivins 
busy on equipment and in the shop. Steve Gray has been busy 
working through budgets and training me on the ins and outs 
of being a park ranger. I am personally looking forward to his 
first summer as a commissioned park ranger. With a ranger 
finally at Ward Charcoal Ovens, I look forward to giving the 
park the attention it deserves, and improving the park into a 
place where history buffs and outdoor enthusiasts can meet 
and enjoy what Nevada has to offer! 
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FT. CHURCHILL STATE HISTORIC PARK 

By Paul Schmidt 
 
Yes!  We will have plenty of water this summer.  Earlier in the 
year, we almost got flooded out at Scout Camp.  We moved all 
the trash cans up on higher ground while we watched the river 
rise.  The water just came over the edge of the riverbank than 
subsided.  We don’t think we will be quite as lucky this spring 
and anticipate some major flooding along the river corridor. 
 
Campgrounds and overall visitation have been exceptionally 
slow this year.  Mainly just the “Senior League” on their two-
week park rotation schedule (Lahontan, Dayton, Washoe and 
Fort Churchill). 
 
Mike has been working on revising our Material Safety Data 
Sheets (MSDS) binder and scheduling school groups for 
Living History talks and various group functions.  I have been 
working with local conservation groups on a Habitat 
Conservation Plan along the Carson River watershed.  Eric 
Johnson and I have also been working with R.O. Anderson 
(a private engineering firm) on obtaining a Federal Emergency 
Management Act (FEMA) bank stabilization and 
bioengineering grant. 
 
Lahontan, Washoe and Fort Churchill 
have been working on revising forms that 
deal with the many horse groups that 
frequent our parks.  Our industrious 
leader, Linda Mulkey, has been 
spearheading the effort and grown 
familiar with the bureaucratic loop.  Her 
desk drawers must be full of Tums, 
Pepsid and Rolaids. 
 
We want to thank rangers Eric Johnson, Bob Mergell and 
Tony Beauregard for their assistance on two trail clearing 
days spent on our Equestrian Trail. The trail along the Carson 
River had been neglected for some time and needed a lot of 
work. With everyone’s help we accomplished a lot. We hope 
to re-route the upper portion of the trail as soon as we can get 
some equipment in to do the job. 
 
Howard Wren will be our only returning seasonal employee 
this year.  There simply wasn’t enough money in the budget to 
hire our normal staff of three park aids.  Howard doesn’t 
realize it yet, but he will have to grow four more arms and legs 
to take up the slack. 
 

In the first part of March, Fort 
Churchill hosted a Fire Training day 
put on by the Nevada Division of 
Forestry (NDF).  Tony Beauregard 
coordinated online training for 
individual ranger’s and put together 
the field training day with NDF fire 
personnel.  Helicopters, fire trucks and 
IC took over the park for the day.  
Fortunately for all rangers present, 
“Roast Ranger” was not on the menu 
for lunch.  A large enough fire could 

not be set in the area of deployed fire shelters to adequately 
roast the meat.  Everybody had fun digging fire lines, 
deploying fire shelters and hosing down flames.  That’s it for 
now and more will come this spring. 
 
SOUTH FORK STATE RECREATION AREA 

By Jim Wilkinson 
 
It’s been a nice, quiet spring out here at South Fork. The ice 
came off the reservoir faster than I have ever seen it in the 12 
years I have been here.  
 
Park Ranger, Nick Brunson, is attending the Nevada P.O.S.T. 
Academy with an expected graduation in the third week of 
May. We wish him the best.   
 
Do we have any runners 
working for parks? I was 
an avid runner for 30+ 
years. You never truly 
appreciate something until 
you can’t do it anymore. 
Thanks to bad knees, I 
cannot run anymore. What 
I miss more than anything is the runner’s high/cardio work-out 
I used to get. Running is also very cheap. All you really 
needed were a good, quality pair of running shoes.  A 
treadmill doesn’t cut it and I don’t have a swimming pool in 
my backyard. I can put up with a mountain bike for awhile, 
but it seems the bike is doing most of the work especially 
when coasting downhill. 
 
 If anyone has any suggestions for 
a good cardio workout, that is easy 
on the knees, I would appreciate 
hearing about it.   
 
Hope everyone has a safe spring. 
 
WILD HORSE STATE RECREATION AREA 

By Andrew Bass 
The “Pumpkin 
Patch Express” 
was the new 
attraction at the 
annual Presidents 
Day Weekend 
Trout Derby.  
With full parking 
lots and a steep 
boat ramp to go 
up and down, 

visitors enjoyed rides between vehicles, ice, visitor center, and 
concession stand. 
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WILD HORSE STATE RECREATION AREA 
(Con’t) 
Another neat feature along with the ice rink is the now 

groomed sledding hill. This year 
was expanded to a two day event 
with a total of 330 registered 
participants. 
 
Over $3,500.00 in cash prizes 
were given away for the longest 
trout of which were all just less 
than 24 inches.  There were also 
many raffle items including gift 
certificates to Les Schwab Tires 
and The Star Restaurant.   
 

Thank you goes to 
Maintenance Repair 
Specialist Jeff 
McKovich and Park 
Tech Paula Ault.  
Long hours directing 
traffic or working a 
fee booth made out of 
a plywood box in less 
than perfect weather 
takes a lot of dedication. 

 

SOUTHERN REGION 

 
KERSHAW-RYAN STATE PARK STATE PARK 

By Jonathan Brunjes 
Winter has finally come to an end.  After several months of 
raking leaves and enduring the cold windy canyon that is 
Kershaw-Ryan, we welcome spring time. 

 
The highlight of the winter season for us was our 2nd Annual 
Holiday Event and Toy Drive.  We were able to fill the park 
with visitors who were anticipating a visit with Santa Claus.  
Each child received a stocking full of treats from Santa and 
thanks to everyone’s generous contributions we were able to 

collect bag full’s of toys to donate to families in need during 
the holidays.  As part of our celebration this year the local 
Rotary Club sponsored a “Shop at Home” challenge with the 
winner receiving $100. We appreciate Cody Tingey and 
Dawn Andone from Cathedral Gorge helping out.  They 
prepared hot chocolate and peach cobbler to help keep 
everyone nice and warm. Thanks to everyone for helping 
make this event a success. 

Since November the park 
has had a special visitor 
that has drawn a lot of 
attention.  A Desert Big 
Horn Sheep, affectionately 
known as “Ryan,” has 
been residing in the 
canyon.  Him being here 
has been a big attraction 
for visitors. To be able to 
see him up close has been 
a real treat and he doesn’t 
seem to mind the attention. 
 
With spring upon us we have been working hard pruning trees, 
prepping flower beds, composting, and starting seeds in the 
greenhouse.   The apricot tree is in full bloom and the others 
are not too far behind.  We hope to have most of the flowers 
planted in the coming month and we look forward to some 
warm weather. 
 
We welcome back seasonal park aid Ken Adams for another 
season at Kershaw-Ryan.  We also welcome new camp host 
Johnnie Goselin.  Johnnie has spent several years hosting for 
the National Park Service and will be a huge help for us as the 
camping picks up. 
 
OLD LAS VEGAS MORMON FT. STATE 
HISTORIC PARK   By Don Bolton 
 
The Spring Season is 
looking good for the Old 
Fort as we say goodbye to 
the winter season.  This past 
winter was a good one for 
us here at the Old Fort as 
we had school group tours, 
various groups, and we even 
survived the winter storms 
that passed through Las 
Vegas. 
 
This spring, we are already booking fast for school group tours 
and adobe brick building demonstrations!  We have our 
Interpretive Schedule planned out for the year and we will be 
having guest speakers such as Las Vegas Review Journal 
Columnist Geoff Schumaker, Bureau of Reclamation 
representative Sondra Cosgrove,  Nevada Division of Mining 
representative Bill Durbin, talks by dinosaur expert Cap ‘N 
Dave and many more. 



SPRING 2011 Page 9
OLD LAS VEGAS MORMON FT. STATE 
HISTORIC PARK (Con’t) 
 
We also have special events 
this spring such as the 
Settlement Day Breakfast on 
Saturday the 11 of June and the 
Helldorado Day Parade and 
Booth from May 12 through 14 
here in Las Vegas.  If you are 
interested in helping us man the 
Helldorado Day Booth or 
walking the parade route, 
please let me know! 
 
Boy Scout Troops are coming in for tours and volunteer work 
as well. We are also a favorite spot for Dr. Michael Green’s 
College of Southern Nevada class to visit and volunteer at.   
 
We will be losing seasonal employee Ray Richardson in late 
April as his season will be coming to an end, but we will be 
gaining Steven Olivo at the beginning of April.   

 
Our visitation has been 
steadily increasing and we 
are confident this trend will 
continue through the rest of 
the year!  So we hope you 
all get a chance to come by 
and visit the Old Fort 
sometime this year and say 
Hello!   
 

Take care, and have a safe Spring and Summer! 
 
VALLEY OF FIRE STATE PARK  

By Stephen Santee 
As everyone is 
waiting to 
hear what the 
legislature is 
going to do to 
us and 
northern parks 
are struggling 
with the last 
stages of 
winter, we 

here at Valley have already entered the busy season. The high 
winds are back and the weddings are going strong. The staff is 
on deposit overload and my wife has started questioning why I 
am going to the bank in Overton 
so often.  
 
Welcome to our newest employee, 
Craig Robinson. With a little 
luck he will last a little longer than 
the last couple! Craig comes to us 
all the way from the city of 
Overton. It may be hard on him 

considering the big change. But with family and connections 
nearby, maybe this employee will stay for a while.  
 
We also welcome back returning seasonal staff, Thomas 
Fitzsimmons and Jack Ratliff. It is nice to have them back 
just in time for our busy season. Maybe in June I’ll see them 
for more than a drive by, as we pass running from one place to 
another.  
 
Jim Hammons tells me that there was a very positive region 
meeting at Cathedral Gorge this month. I believe he was 
referring to the lack of snow on the roads. I have to question 
this, because two thirds of the maintenance staff called in sick 
the day after the meeting. I not sure where they ate in Lincoln 
County, but I’m not sure I want to make the trip anytime soon.  

 
I believe in the last pen we announced the remodel of our 
Visitor Center. Everybody will be glad to know that this 45-
day project is almost done! Of course, I have been hearing this 
same statement for the last two months. With luck it will be 
done by the time we see a new sales company or by the time 
Jim and I retire, whichever comes first. 
 
We had the good fortune to score a trail grant this year. The 
Great Basin Institute work crews have been working on 
several trails within the park. They just completed three weeks 
on the Logandale Trails. Park staff wish to thank these crews 
for their hard work. The grant also scored us a new piece of 
equipment, a Polaris Ranger. Some day we may be able to 
afford the fuel to operate it! Until then it sure looks pretty! 
 
We have already had our 
first rock rescue this 
season; two young ladies 
got themselves trapped on a 
ledge. The next day I found 
Jim looking into ordering a 
new rope, he is worrying 
that the old one may break 
while we have him 
dangling on the end of it. I 
assured him that he didn’t 
need to worry about the 
rope breaking, just the staff 
letting go!  
 
So for those of you still 
coasting through the end of 
winter, remember your busy season is coming! 
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By Joy Elwood 
 
This data is based on 2010 visitor 
surveys and is compared with 
results from 2009.  Parks were 
given 15,915 surveys to 
distribute. Per each park’s 
monthly reports, they gave out 
8,432, which means almost half 
(47%) of the surveys were never 
distributed in 2010.  We received 
1,207surveys, which is a 35.5% 
increase over the year 2009. 

 
The Overall rating for all state parks was: 
 
       Increase or Decrease over 2009 
Excellent 81.5%     .7% Increase 
Good 14.6%     .2% Decrease 
Average   2.3%     .4% Decrease 
Poor    .9%     .3% Increase 
Unacceptable    .7%     .3% Decrease 
 
REGIONAL SCORES 
 
Southern Region was first and Northern Region second for the 
highest amount of excellence. 
 
Southern Region was first and Northern Region second for the 
lowest amount of below average ratings. 
 
PARK’S SCORES 
 
These results are based on a 
minimum return of 30 surveys for the 
year.  30 samples are generally 
recognized as the minimum number 
required providing statistical valid 
survey results.  So, only 16 parks 
made the list (remember 47% of the 
surveys were never handed out). 
 
The following is the ranking of the 
parks based on the highest amount of 
excellence: 
 
1. Big Bend of the Colorado 9. Old Las Vegas Mormon Ft. 
2. Cathedral Gorge  10. Wild Horse 
3. Berlin-Ichthyosaur  11. Ft. Churchill 
4. Spring Mtn. Ranch  12. Lake Tahoe 
5. Dangberg Home Ranch  13. Rye Patch 
6. Cave Lake  14.Washoe Lake 
7. Valley of Fire  15. Lahontan 
8. Mormon Station  16. South Fork 
 
 
 
 
 

The following is the ranking of the parks based on the lowest 
amount of below average ratings: 
 
1. Big Bend of the Colorado 9. Valley of Fire 
2. Cathedral Gorge 10. Cave Lake 
3. Berlin-Ichthyosaur 11. Washoe Lake 
4. Dangberg Home Ranch 12. Rye Patch 
5. Old Las Vegas Mormon Ft. 13. Lake Tahoe 
6. Spring Mtn. Ranch 14. Mormon Station 
7. Ft. Churchill 15. Lahontan 
8. Wild Horse 16. South Fork 
 
ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION 
 
The following are activities our visitors enjoyed in our parks 
and a comparison from 2009's participation: 
 

Increase or Decrease over 2009 
 
Relaxing Outdoors 68.7%   3.9% Increase 
Hiking/Walking 59.2%      1% Increase 
Camping 41.3%   5.6% Decrease 
Picnicking 27.5%   1.2% Increase 
Group Activity 18.4%   3.1% Increase 
Pleasure Driving 33.1%   1.6% Increase 
Nature Study 24.3%   1.9% Increase 
Photography 44.7%   4.1% Increase 
Historic Sites 38.7%   1.1% Decrease 
Special Events   9.5%   3.2% Increase 
Boating  12.1%      1% Increase 
Fishing 15.7%   1.9% Decrease 
Swimming 11.3%     .9% Increase 
X-Country Skiing   4.6%     .7% Increase 
Snowplay     .6%     .2% Increase 
 
TOP 10 ACTIVITIES ENJOYED IN OUR PARKS 
 
1. Relaxing Outdoors 
2. Hiking/Walking 

3. Photography 

4. Camping 

5. Historic Sites 
6. Pleasure Driving 
7. Picnicking 
8. Nature Study 
9. Group Activity 
10. Fishing 
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EXPENSES/REVENUE 
 
More money was spent 
within a park’s county, by 
50.3%, than outside a 
park’s county.  The public 
spent 52.4% more than 
from 2009 within a park’s 
county ($135,369.11 to 
$258,465.42) and spent 54.5% more outside a park’s county 
($70,844.85 to $130,044.64). 
 
THE TOP FIVE EXPENSES  
 
1. Fuel/Vehicle Expense 
2. Hotel/Lodging 
3. Groceries/Picnic Supplies  
4. Restaurant;  
5. Other (i.e. Gambling, gifts, 
entrance fees, fishing license, 
etc.) 

 
Highest average expense per person 
was on Hotel/Lodging and the lowest 
average expense per person was at 
Bars. 
 
 
 
 

The average number of people per 
vehicle was 3.2 and the average 
visits to our parks within the last 
12 months was 7.9, which is a 
2.7% increase. 
 
SPRING VALLEY STATE PARK – ICE TEE 
GOLF TOURNEY 

Pictures of 
the Ice Golf 

Tournament 
held on Eagle 
Reservoir on 
January 22.  
Fun times and 
prizes too! 
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PERSONNEL                 By Anke Simpson 
 
It is almost April and the seasonal hiring packets for the 2011 
season are arriving daily in my office.  Please remember, I need 
to receive the paperwork two weeks before the employee’s start 
date to make sure they receive their first paycheck in a timely 
manner.  So far so good!  
 
Not too much has happened since my last PEN article in 
November 2010 among our permanent employees.  We have two 
new commissioned park rangers.  Josh Ivins started on 12/13/10 
at Rye Patch as a Park Ranger I after he worked two seasons as a 
seasonal Park Aid I for the Northern Region.  Craig Robinson is 
the new Park Ranger I at Valley of Fire and started on 3/7/11.  
Josh Ivins and Nick Brunson (from South Fork) are currently 
attending the POST Academy and are due to graduate in May 
just in time for the busy season. 

 

  
Here are some ways to 
save some money.  Just 
a reminder, if you are 
on the Statewide PPO 
plan for your health 
insurance and you 
enrolled in the “Live 
Well, Be Well 

Prevention Plan,” you have the opportunity to reduce your 
premiums for Plan Year 2012 starting on July 1, 2011.  You 
have until May 31, 2011 to build your Intervention Score and 
earn the maximum savings on your monthly health insurance 
premiums. 
 
Level 1:  score range up to 125 - no savings 
Level 2:  score range 126 to 250 - $10 per month reduction   
Level 3:  score range 251 to 375 - $20 per month reduction   
Level 4:  score range 376 to 500 - $30 per month reduction  
 
Please see PEBP’s web site for more information 
http://pebp.state.nv.us/LiveWellBeWell/LiveWellBeWell.htm 
or call the Live Well, Be Well Prevention Plan at (877) 800-
8144. 
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