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ADMINISTRATOR’S CORNER

By David Morrow
We are presently in the “calm before the storm” when it comes
to the budget and upcoming Legislature. Thanks to Kirsten,
Eric, Alyce and all of you our proposed budget was submitted
and is presently being reviewed by the Department of
Administration. Although we don’t anticipate any changes,
changes could be requested as the Department of
Administration works with the Goveror’s Office to put
together the Governor’s recommended budget.

If our budget recommendations are
approved by the Governor and then
the Legislature, we should have
enough funding to keep parks open
and operating throughout the next
biennium, which should come as
pretty good news to everyone in State
Parks. With a little luck, we may also be able to address a few
equipment and maintenance needs.

Thanks to all of your efforts, we have managed to keep parks
open and for the most part, our visitors have not felt the
impact of the deep budget cuts sustained over the last few
years. The fact that we have been abie to maintain a high
level of service is a testimony to everyone who works for
Nevada State Parks. I hope everyone has a little better feeling
about the future of State Parks and realizes our longevity is far
more certain today than in was in the past.

For those of you, nearing the end of a busy season, thanks for
all your hard work and service to the visiting public and for
those of you just entering another busy season, keep up the
good work. Based on letters and comments I received, both
residents and visitors appreciate the quality of our parks and
the service rendered by our staff,

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (P&D)

By Mark Davis
In this PEN article, we are glad to report a
new member to the P&D section. His name
is Blake Clark. Blake is a Civil Engineer
with structural background as well. He
comes to us from the private sector. We
chose to fill the position with an engineer
because civil engineering is the most
significant part of our workload. = Joe
Cyphers has been very patient with getting
this assistance. Please welcome Blake to
the State Park family.

The last PEN article included this
information, however, as a reminder;
State Public Works Board (SPWB)
requires all construction projects be
submitted to their State Public Works
Division for plan review and
inspection. This added step increases
the amount of time it takes to get a
project started and adds costs to each
project. We are continuing to work to

minimize this.

PROJECTS COMPLETED

Belmont Courthouse Roof Replacement:

This project is funded by Nye County for construction, with
much thanks to Nye County Commissioners Joni Eastley and
Lorinda Wichman, and the “Friends of the Belmont
Courthouse.”

By the time of the printing of this PEN article, we expect it to
be completed. This project includes a roof replacement,
painting of the Cupola and re-pointing of the chimneys above
the roof elevation.

Marc Lepire is the project manager. This project is funded by
Park Question 1 (Q1) bonds for $7,000 and Nye County funds
for construction in the amount of $62,654,

Lake Tahoe, Sand Harbor Tahoe Transportation District,
Shuttle Access Modifications:

This project was created in response to a public desire to
reduce traffic and hazards near Sand Harbor. This project was
funded with a grant through the Tahoe Transportation District
for $19,942.26, Q1 cash in the amount of $505.67, and in-kind
staff matches with a value of $4,479.90. This project,
managed by Joe Cyphers, includes fence modifications,
motorized gate operators with pad controls and remote
controls and was completed by Impact Construction.

Lake Tahoe, Sand Harbor Tahoe Transportation District
Bus Pullout:

This project was also created in response to a public desire to
reduce traffic and hazards near the Sand Harbor. The project
included a bus puliout in front of the Visitor Center.

This project, managed by Joe Cyphers, was funded by Park
Q1 bond money in the amount of $8,000 and was also
completed by Impact Construction.
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PROJECTS BIDDING

Valley of Fire Roof, Mechanical and Mechanical Screen
Replacement:

This project was funded by $261,458 (SPWB) Capital
Improvement general obligation bonds and $121,071 Q1 for a
total of $382,529. We will replace the leaking roof, aged
vision screen (which blocks the view of the roof mounted
mechanical equipment) and the Heating, Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) equipment for the building. Mare
Lepire is managing the project.

SPWB hired an architect consuitant, Domingo Cambiero
Corporation, to design the project. By the time of the printing
of this PEN article, we expect the project to be bidding or
possibly even under construction. It is scheduled for
completion before the peak season returns.

PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Valley of Fire, Fire Canyon Overlook:
Improvements at the Fire Canyon Overlook will include a
paved access road, paved parking, sidewalk, a comfort station
and interpretive kiosks. Project design was managed by Eric
Nelson; assisted by Mare Lepire and Joe Cyphers. It is
funded with $720,000 in Scenic Byways grant money through
Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) and $206,000
in Q1 bonds. Construction management is being performed
by Eric Nelson and Bob Beck. The project is well under way.
The successful contractor is Barajas Incorporated; we expect
the project to be complete this fall to early winter.

DESIGN PROJECTS

Big Bend of the Colorado Nevada
State Park, Residence #1: Since the
last PEN, we discovered that ongoing
treatment for a termite infestation did
not get the job done. Jonathan Brunjes
and his family had to vacate the
residence so we could thoroughly
investigate the extent of the damage.

On September 27, after all fixtures,
equipment, drywall and insulation were
removed, we evaluated the structural
integrity with Hyytinen Engineering
and determined repairs would be greater
than the cost to replace it. We are
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working with Risk Management for support in funding a
replacement residence. This is a very high priority for State
Parks. We will be looking at replacement as soon as we get
authorization to move forward from Risk Management. Mark
Davis is currently managing this issue.

Cave Lake State Park, Comfort Station and Drainage
Repairs:

This project corrects some serious drainage issues, water
intrusion into the shop, office and generator building, and
water penetration through the retaining wall. In order to
reduce the impact on park users, this project is being
performed in multiple contracts for different areas. Mare
Lepire will continue to design and manage this project. The
work on this project will be continuous through next summer.
Some repair work will be performed by region staff (Scott
Payne & his crew as necessary), as well as park staff (Terry
Ivins and Steve Gray), some will be contracted. This project
is funded by 50% LWCF and 50% Q1 bond funds

New Echo Canyon Campground

Vlew from the car;lpground’s locatlon

Eric Nelson, Joe Cyphers and Marc Lepire are designers.
The design is back underway; however, it may be winter or
early spring before we solicit bids. This project is funded with
$150,000 in Q1 bond and $2,100,000 Southern Nevada Public
Land Management Act (SNPLMA) grant money.

Lake Tahoe, Tahoe Transportation District, Stateline to
Stateline Bikeway, North Demonstration Project:

This project has multiple funding sources; none by State
Parks. However, since the North Demonstration Project is on
NDOT Right of way and within Sand Harbor, we will be
involved in the project. The consultant hired by the Tahoe
Transportation District is still working on design development
documents. Mark Davis, Jay Howard, Dale Connor and
other park staff are representing State Parks to ensure that the
improvements will meet the park’s needs and requirements.

Sand Harbor Divers Sidewalk Replacement:

The bids came in low for the original project; therefore, a
second project will replace asphalt walks with concrete walks,
the beach overlooks will be removed and replaced with
smaller, more functional units and some granite stairs will be
installed from the Group Use Ramada to Divers Cove. This
project is assigned to Bob Beck for design through
construction administration, supervised by Joe Cyphers.
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Valiey of Fire East and West Entrance Pay Kiosks:

Still exploring the feasibility of an automated attendant in lien
of a full contact station and expanding the project to include
the west entrance. If successful, it will reduce the operating
costs for these kiosks. The project is being managed by Mare
Lepire with the assistance of Joe Cyphers.

Valley of Fire Water System, Phase I

This new project is a high priority project that may bump
others as the Valley of Fire experiences regular issues with
their water system. We will abandon the existing steel water
tanks that are leaking and install two 30,000 gallon water
tanks at a lower elevation to reduce line breaks that regularly
occur.

Currently this project is funded with $350,000 in Q1 bond
money and $395,983 is being requested from the park’s Utility
Fee Surcharge account. This project will be designed by Blake
Clark with construction management by Bob Beck and
supervision by Joe Cyphers.

Washoe Lake Bike Path:

This project involves road widening of
East Lake Boulevard to make a bike lane,
State Parks and State Lands will be
funding partners; however, it will be
managed by Washoe County with our
oversight. The project is currently under
schematic design to better define the
scope of work. The project is funded by
$141,161.89 State Parks Q1 bonds,
$175,000 State Lands Q1 bonds and
$175,000 Washoe County bonds.

Washoe Lake Campground Improvements:

Converting some sites for pull-through, which will be helpful
for larger recreation vehicle’s and equestrian campers,
continues to be set back due to higher priority projects. Eric
Nelson, Marc Lepire and Joe Cyphers will work on the
design and Bob Beck will be the construction manager.

Wild Horse Campground Improvements:

This project has finally been funded and assigned to Mare
Lepire for design through construction administration. Mare
was up at the site, took Global Positioning System (GPS) data
and is working with Andrew Bass on the development. The
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current scope of work is to grade, adjust parkmg and tent pad
sizes to allow for multiple
cars, and install shade
ramadas.  Andrew Bass
will be doing the rough
grading for the project and
possibly installing perimeter
timbers for the parking, tent
pads and in some cases the
shade ramadas. The
balance will be contracted
out as soon as the design is complete.

Q1 FUNDED PROJECTS, PENDING APPROVAL OF
MATCHING FUNDS (These projects cannot begin design
unless the matching funds are approved.

Big Bend Erosion Mitigation and Shoreline Improvements
Phase II (Design through Construction):

This project includes shoreline stabilization adjacent to
waterfront shade ramadas and day use parking area using a
comhination of sheet piling, rip-rap, vegetation groynes or
other means. This project will be designed and managed by
Joe Cyphers with support from Bob Beck.

Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park, Cave Rock Improvements
Phase I (Design through Permitting):

Install sidewalk and curbing replacements with several small
overlooks along the west sidewalk with railings and a barrier
to keep vehicles off of sidewalks. Also partially reconfigure
parking to allow for longer boat trailers, install a fish cleaning
station, remove of the old boat ramp at the south end, re-
vegetate for slope protection, install a small group ramada (4
tables), work on water quality treatment and landscaping to
include shore zone vegetative screening; signage and
interpretive displays.

Sand Harbor Boat Launch Plate Extension (Design
through Construction):

Still waiting to install an angled steel plate at the base of the
existing concrete ramp to resolve issues at the base of the
ramp caused by boat prop wash.

South Fork Southwest Shoreline Improvements Phase II
(Design through Construction):

Awaiting funding in order to rehabilitate the boat parking
base, delineate of the perimeter of the lot with logs, add a
restroom at Southwest Shoreline, widen shoreline access road,
extend the bottom of the boat ramp, 2 ramp break over, and
adjust grades at Southwest Shoreline for boating access. The
boat ramp extension portion of this project is a fast track
element as installation must start in the fall when the water is
lowest. If it is not approved soon, the boat ramp extension may
not be able to be

constructed. The low water R

level is an anomaly and may —

not recur for a very long

time to come.

This project is assigned to Bob Beck for design through
construction administration and supervised by Joe Cyphers.
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Spring Valley Power Replacement:

This project will replace existing aged and failing
underground power lines (approximately four miles). The
park has been experiencing power outages due to failures in
the aging underground power lines. Recently, power failed
twice in a two month period of time. This replacement project
is a very high priority project for the department, as well as the
division.

Due to the projects estimated value of $1,625,362 the
department requested it as a SPWB project. In September,
SPWB approved this project to be included in their governor
recommended project list. We will continue to look for
alternative funding mechanisms to move forward with the
replacement, while we are waiting on the governor’s and
legislative approval process. If the line cannot be repaired to
regain power to the park, we may solicit emergency funds to
replace the underground power.

NEW EMPLOYEES

By Alyce Cloutier

Welcome to Blake
Clark who replaced
Dion George in the
Planning and
Development section.

This is his first
employment with the
State of Nevada.

year. Prior to being self-employed, he worked for Peak
Consulting Engineers, LLC as a project manager for 7
years.

Blake will manage park improvement projects including
planning and design, construction administration and
construction inspection. He will also provide engineering
assistance to field staff for maintenance of existing park

facilities and prepare and manage project contracts.

LAKE TAHOE NV STATE PARK

By Jay Howard

&____' e it P L ]
Hello fellow park soldiers. Hope all is well in your parks these
days. My apologies for missing the summer release of the
PEN but, oh boy did we have a busy year. The masses that
come to Tahoe are usually the same, but this year, we had a
few new things going on. Mostly, this took the form of a new
transit system. The shuttle brought visitors to the park from
Incline Village. Even better was fact that this transit option
allowed us to institute improved public safety on Highway 28
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by not allowing people to walk in or be dropped off, but could
use the shuttle alternative. No more mothers with strollers,
people pushing backyard barbecues, and entire family’s
dodging cars on the highway at Sand Harbor. This was a
difficult thing to enforce, and may be for the first few years,
but we made it happen. My thanks go to Dale, Todd, Bill,
Steve Silva, Jennifer Dawson, and all the others that helped
on the holidays to make this a success.

So now that most of us are done doing battle for the peak
season and settled a bat into fall, it’s time to rebuild. Before
moving into the wide variety of administrative duties and
projects in the park, we felt the need to spoil our seasonal staff’
with a Thank You Staff Hike in the backcountry. If you ever
get the chance, or need something for your bucket list, make a
point of visiting the Sand Harbor Overlook from the Tahoe
Rim Trail. It simply has to be one of the most beautiful spots
on this green and brown earth. The only problem is it’s about
15 miles in the backcountry. Lucky for you we annually put
together hikes for the public, and might even find a way to get
you back there on another excursion as long as you don’t mind
cleaning a few vault toilets along the way. We typically drive
to the (primitive) Marlcttc Pcak campground and then hike
about 3 %2 miles out to the overlook. At that point, you’ll find
yourself at the very top of a rocky cliff area far above Sand
Harbor on Herlan Peak. The rest is for you to see.

Last, we would like to welcome two new staff members to the
team, Dana Dapelito and Brett Simerly. Dana is the new
agency Conservation Staff Specialist and parks representative
on the interagency Nevada Tahoe Resource Team. She is a
highly skilled individual that comes to us from the California
Tahoe Conservancy; we are very lucky to have her. If you
have a resource issue in your park, you just might see her
poking around, or give her a call. Brett is our new
Maintenance Repair Specialist and joins Joe to fill out our
maintenance department. They truly are an army of two. Brett
also is a highly skilled individual with a diverse maintenance
and management background.

That’s it for this time. Stay safe,
keep loving your parks, and
everything else will fall into place.
Call if you need anything or just
call.
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BERLIN-ICHTHYOSAUR STATE PARK
By Jeff Morris

Well it was another busy and productive summer season at

Berlin, despite the best efforts of Mother Nature to slow us

down. The staff was forced to close the park twice afier

historic flash floods wiped out the road

’ up Union Canyon. Unfortunately for

us, one of the occurrences happened

on Friday afternoon during Labor Day

Weekend. This is the second major

weekend we had weather related

issues (20" of snow over Memorial

Day). Thanks to maintenance staff at the Northern Region, we

were back in business the foIIowmg week. The weather did

not slowed visitors. The mine tour

season wrapped up on September 30

with a total of 131 tours given with

over 600 people this year. Fossil

tours remain popular and are still
offered through November 11.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE of AMERICA
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Speaking of fossils, we were fortunate to be invited to the Red
Rock Visitor Center over the weekend of October 20 for the
National Archaeological and Fossil Week event. Berlin’s
exhibit was by far the most popular with visitors and we were
able to contact over 1,300 people. Many folks were unaware
the park existed and expressed a genuine interest in visiting in
the future. It was a very successful event and we hope to
attend more events like this in the future.

September saw the departure of both seasonal employees. Park
aids Karsen Case and Todd Wheeler provided the needed
support to make it through our busy season. Big thanks go out
to the both of them. Our busy season has not ended however,
as October marked the beginning of hunting season. With
pleasant weather, we had more campers than campsites on a
few instances. It is a welcome site as we try to rebound from
the loss of our two busiest weekends of the year. Until next
time.

CAVE LAKE & WARD CHARCOAL OVENS
STATE PARKS By Steve Gray

1t has been an interesting summer to say the least. Visitation
and revenues are right on track. I missed the last article, but I
will try and catch up. Terry Fvins got the solar upgrade 95%
complete at Cave Lake. With a few finishing touches, it will
be wonderful and has already made a huge difference in
saving the life of our gencrator. He started work on the Lake
View Restroom improvements with Project Manager Marc
Lepire jumping in after Dion George left. 1 hope to have
finished by June 2013, if the weather holds.

Cave Lake had some
interesting reports this
year. One in
particular was an
illegal possession/
abandonment of a
Golden Eagle. I ended
up having to care for
the bird for 11 days.
He lived in the shop
for two days while 1 5 '
tried to figure out what to do with the bird. 1 decu:led to Just
let it fly around the park, but he knew where my house was,
and would come back for food. Finding food was quite the
task. We had to balance his diet with trout, and red meat. It
got a little dangerous in my front yard if I didn’t have a meal
ready to go at 5:15am. He would roost in the cliffs above the
lake, and soar around during the day. It became quite the park
attraction. Many thanks to Joe Doucette with the Nevada
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) for coming down to help
find a suitable home for the bird. We became pretty close
during the 11 days, but when you have an eagle soaring above
you, and then wanting to land on your arm that isn’t protected
gets a little un-nerving. 1 dove into the willows one day and
started walking around the park with my hands at my side so
he didn’t think to land on my arm.

Allen Wooldridge’s son was born in July. He left me by
myself for about half the summer, but I am not holding a
grudge. Congratulations to the Wooldridge family!

This winter we will continue our fire suppression work around
the park. I hope we can get another 120 acres done before fire
season kicks in. We started behind the ranger station, and plan
to reach the boundary of the Southern Nevada Water
Authority property on the east end of the park towards Cave
Mountain. Ward Charcoal Ovens also is in need of 400 acres
of fire suppression from diseased trees and could use some
general thinning. [ hope to start that project January 2014.

Park Aid Tracey Doutre returned for her eighth season, and
our newest Park Aid, Riley Hutchinson, will work through
January. Ihope ice forms and snow starts to fatl soon. Ihope
everyone has a safe and enjoyable winter.

FT. CHURCHILL STATE HISTORIC PARK
By Kim Clawson

It’s the end of
October and I'm
wondering  where
the year went!
During the last few
months, visitation
at the campground
increased and we
had various groups using Scout Camp and the Group Use
Area. Add Boy Scouts, school groups with brick-making
demonstrations, interpretive programs, and a State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) tour, plus ordinary park
operations and we had a busy summer and fail!
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Park Supervisor Scott Egy arrived the first week of August
and has been working on spending ranch lease money before
he leaves for POST in January. He and Mike Dinauer are
very happy about the addition of a Honda Side-by-Side to help
maintain the ranch properties.

Park Aid Ray Poteete’s last day was in August, but he
returned as a volunteer to mow the grass, split wood and clear
trails. Trina Wren left us after Labor Day and Tony Calmese
worked through October, mapping and spraying weeds. Bob
Viennau took the vacant camp host position in August while
Buckland Station volunteers Bob Brittain and Verna
Withrow moved away. Nichole Calmese, Pat Kier, and
Rachel Bacigalupi took their places as new volunteers.

Buckland Station had good visitation this summer and fall.
This winter it will be open on weekends unless visitors call
ahead for a tour. An art show at Buckland Station in August

brought in a lot of visitors,
—— e

Doris Dwyer’s lecture, “Women’s Voices on the Overland
Trail” had a good turnout and Mike did a Chautauqua as
Samuel Buckland, which brought in a good group of people.
This year’s Halloween Safe
House trick-or-treating
wasn’t quite as busy as last
year, but still brought in
113 visitors.

Full moon hikes brought in
30-40 people and on Labor
Day Weekend the park had
a pgood tumout for
programs and camping.
Winter  programs  will
include a very basic Night
Sky program, a guided
hike, Christmas at
Buckland Station and a
First Day Hike along the
Nature Trail,

The Nevada Civil War Volunteers set up camp on the museum
lawn. The Confederate soldiers had been planning to also use
Buckland Station, but red ants drove them away. They had
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great visitation at their events. During their evening battle,
they even found some ghosts among the ruins!

This year, the park was expecting 90, sixth graders from Silver
Springs to participate in the Carson River Snapshot Day. It
was a successful event with over 60 students plus their
teachers and a few parents. Thanks to Scott Egy, Tony
Calmese, and Nichole Calmese for helping out! Scott and
Tony's Plant Identification station was one of the favorites
with the students. We ended up sending the students through
eight different stations (including water sampling, plant
identification, sketching and photography, a stream walk and
BINGO) so everyone could participate.

RYE PATCH STATE RECREATION AREA
By Jim Hawkins

L LR 1 LAy
Finally, fall is showing its colors for the first time after a long,
hot, and dry summer. Crowds of campers have been replaced
with herds of mule deer and pronghorn antelope. We have a
lone turkey that showed up about mid-summer and can still be
seen wandering the park nearly every day. Fishing has picked
up a little now that the fish are losing places to hide as the
irrigation season continues. We had a pretty good turnout for
the opening hunting seasons. For the bird hunters the
consensus seems to be the same, there aren’t any!

A late snow in May really hurt nesting and one of the worst
drought years on record has taken its toll on everything.
Boating and visitation was noticeably down this year,
probably due to a combination of poor fishing and climbing
fuel expenses. When folks do come out, they tend to stay a
while. Camping is up about 35% with roughly 25% coming in
from nearby states. Allowing campers to use all terrain
vehicles (ATV) to access public lands from the park is a major
success. I would strongly recommend other parks to allow off-
road use in low impact areas; it just
seems to be the most viable form of
outdoor recreation. Before allowing
ATV use, we were ending up with a
small town of mainly toy haulers
outside our west fence line. In fact,
Josh Ivins, the “geocache junky,” tells
me there is geocache by the cattle guard with the title “camp
BEM.” By becoming ATV friendly, we eliminated the
renegade camping area, encouraged visitors to camp in the
park, and have less negative impacts than when they were
prehibited.
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We have a few new projects in progress. We started painting
the office and shop. Anyone who has seen the shop knows
how unattractive it was. [ always thought the shop resembled a
gingerbread house with iis hldeous teal blue-green trim on
brown. Josh and | FEEEEEEE

also converted an old
rusty pipe that diverts
water from a spring
about 200 yards
down the nature trail
into a water feature,
complete with a
small waterfall. The
water  that  was
pouring out of an old
pipe now trickles down the cobble side of what appeats to be a
well. We are hoping it will catch on as a wishing well for
visitors. I think I pretty much covered the latest news here at
the Patch. Happy holidays everyone and lets all enjoy a wet
winter.

SOUTH FORK STATE RECREATION AREA
By Robert Misiti

The Park: It was been a very busy year. Park staff was busy
meeting the demands and challenges of increased visitation
while maintaining great customer service. Thorough the
month of June, visitation was up 13.4% and revenue was up
5%. The price of gold still remains high and the mining
companies still continue to hire people by the hundreds. South
Fork gives these miners, their families, as well as the residents
from the local area, a place to relax and have fun. If gold
prices continue to stay high, the partk s

looks forward to another busy season.
In the meantime, the park is preparing
for cold winter months. Currently, the
reservoir’s water level is down seven
feet, however fishing still remains
good as local anglers continue to
enjoy daily catches of fish greater
than 15 inches in length. On Oct 22,
a fisherman entered the ranger station
displayed his 25 % inch, 8.5 Ibs wiper
he just caught in the reservoir.

In_the Field: Nick and Jeff worked hard to reestablish the
boundary fencing down at the Southwest Meadows. Due to the
passage of time and rising and lowering water levels, the
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existing fencing got destroyed and bulls from a local rancher
made their way and grazed inside the park. Now that the
fencing has been reestablished, bulls stay out and are no
longer a potential threat to park visitors or local hunters.

Community Support and Involvement: On September 29,

the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 30 volunteers
came out to the Southwest Meadows area of the park and
improved it for all visitors and local wildlife. Both kiosks were
updated with interpretive information about the area and local
wildlife. We built six duck and bat houses and placed them in
the habitat area just south of Jet Ski beach. 300 willows and 60
cottonwood trees were planted in the South West Meadows
area. It was a busy day, but much was accomplished and it
couldn’t have been done without the volunteers from Public

Lands Day.

The Elko Bass Club
generously funded a
plaque to allow the park to
track big catches by local
fisherman. This plaque
will contain the names of
the year’s top anglers who
come to the ranger station
and record a trophy size
fish caught here in our
reservoir. Top catchers
will  also have the
opportunity to have their
picture taken with a 20 inch trophy which was also donated by
the Elko Bass Club. The plaque and trophy will be displayed
in our ranger station for all visitors to see. Linda Geyer, an
Elko resident, generously put her 8 Ibs taxidermy Large
Mouth Bass on loan to the park. It will be displayed in the
ranger station for all visitors to see. The fish caught in 1993 is
believed to be a South Fork reservoir record.

South Fork assisted Wild Horse in the establishment and
promotion of a state park float for the Nevada Day Parade in
Elko. Parade participation gave both parks the opportunity to
work together and promote the agency as we put our best foot
forward with the public (see Wild Horse’s article for pictures).

Plans_for the Future: We are going to try to resurface the
walls of a shower at our comfort station. We are in the
process of updating and replacing old signs throughout our
park. We are looking to improve the pathway exhibit area
next to the ranger station and make it an interpretive area with
informational signs on the trees and on the old artifacts of the
past. If possible, the park would like to update its boat and
make it more capable of being a rescue boat for all emergency
response operations.

Wanted: In an effort to improve its customer service and
increase its revenue, we are looking for three more fee tubes.
If any park has a fee tube which they are not using and
wouldn’t mind parting with it, South Fork would love to hear
from you as we can put it to good use. South Fork staff wishes
everyone a safe and happy holiday season.
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WASHOE LAKE STATE PARK
By Park Staff

This summer we hosted a number of successful interpretive
programs. One of the programs was “An Evening with Bats.”
Many of our local Washoe Valley residents attended this
program to learn about these important mammals. The
temperature and wind conditions were perfect for the bats to
arrive and visitors were able to watch them eat the insects
around the program's lights.

Another program we hosted was “Build a Backyard
Birdhouse.” We precut the lumber in advance and then our
visitors were able to assemble and decorate either a birdhouse
or a feeder. We had a great turnout for the program, with
many adults attending as well.
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On August 25, we had a busy day with Expedition Man
coming thru the park and hosting our ever popular Dutch
Oven program that evening. The Expedition Man was the first
annual Ironman like triathlon in Northern Nevada. The swim
started at Zephyr Cove, the bike portion took them down from
Lake Tahoe thru our park and into Reno, and the run
concluded in Sparks. One of the most inspirational participants
was a mother who competes with her son that has cerebral
palsy. She has specially equipped a raft, trailer, and a stroller
so that her son can experience what it feels like to compete in
a race. Many of the participants had never been to our park
before and we received quite a2 number of compliments in

That same evening we had our beginning Dutch Oven
program and many of the participants that signed up for the
program this year were from a locat garden club. They were
full of great information on the history of Washoe Valley.
Some of the dishes prepared were: pineapple upside down
cake, beef stew, lasagna, cherry apple crumble, and a spicy
nacho cheese dip. YUMMY! It’s amazing some of the things
you can cook in a Dutch oven. The garden club hopes to hold
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their own Dutch oven class at the park next year and use their
fresh grown vegetables in many of the dishes.

P i, e ol

Now that the season is beginning to wind down, we noticed an
increase in the number of foreign visitors this year especially
from Canada. Many of these visitors said that they found out
about our park from word of mouth or the Internet. They seem
to love the beautiful clear view of the mountains and the clean
Northern Nevada air (the visitors that remark on the clean air
are typically from California).

Since the improvements have been made to our equestrian
area, we have seen an increase from both group reservations
and individuals using it for the night. It's really greai to see ali
of the corrals full, the arena being used, and people really
enjoying the area. The area is becoming pretty well known just
by word of mouth.

Recently, a visitor stumbled upon some bones along the
shoreline, which created quite a stir in the valley. Washoe
County Sheriff’s Department was called and a forensic team
was sent out to examine the bones. While the work was being
conducted, the area was roped off with yellow crime scene. At
the same time, a 4H ride was happening and their designated
route was right next to this area. So, as you can imagine the
rumor mill was abuzz. The local convenience store had been
telling people that a body had been found in the lake based on
what some of the equestrian riders
had told them they had seen. Over
the next few days, we received
phone calls at the park office
wondering if someone had died.
The facts were that a human lower
jaw was actally found. The
medical examiner determined they
were anthropological in nature and
the tribe was notified about
reburying the remains.

Earlier in the year, we said this was the season for “R”
projects: recycling, refurbishing, restoring, reseeding, and
renovating many areas of the park from beaches to
campgrounds. We are proud to say we completed most of
these goals and will continue to plug away on what still needs
to be done. The project
list seems to never end,
there is always something
to do! Hope everyone has
a safe winter, we are
praying for lots of snow!
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WILD HORSE STATE RECREATION AREA
By Josh Dutra

This fall has been a busy one.
It seems about everyone who
put in for a hunting tag in
Etko County was drawn and
they all joined together in the
5 am. to 6 am. rush hour
traffic. Ygs, it secems even
Wild Horse can have a rush
hour with dust plumes
lingering over main fravel routes
hours later. The park had no shortage
of campers. QOctober saw the most
camps in a single month and revenue
to match, since I have been here.
That's over 11 % years for those not
keeping count.

I didn’t think park staff was busy
"""" § enough so we
| decided to do some
extracurricular
activity as well.
Nevada State Parks
again won the
i g adult category in
- ———— B3 Elko’s Nevada
- Saron O P = ] Day parade. The
theme was a Silver Celebration in the Silver State. The float
was titled “S’More Fun in the Silver State.” With giant
s’mores and a silver fire, we had the spectators drooling for
warm chocolate. It would be very difficult to trailer a float
nearly 70 miles so it’s always a challenge designing and
building it in the parking lot just before the parade starts.
Thank you, Jeff McKovich, Robert Misiti, and Suzanne
Groberg for your help. This is an excellent community event
with many expressing their approval.

SOUTHERN REGION

KFRSHAW-RYAN STATE PARK

By Andrew Porter
It has been a little over four months since I took on the Park
Supervisor position and now that the dust has begun to settle, I
have begun to take stock of my situation and surroundings.
My initial and still enduring impression is of the striking
beauty here — everything is lush, green and inviting in contrast
to the rugged color of the canyon walls towering overhead.
Sunsets are not an experience to miss.

It has been said our parks are only as good as those who care
for them, and Kershaw-Ryan is no exception - the immaculate
condition of the grounds and facilities has been diligently kept
up by the finest: Matt Elmer’s knowledge of the intricate
infrastructure here is impressive and valuable, Ken Adams is
responsible for the planting and care of our trademark flowers
and roses, and Mark Goin logs in hundreds of volunteer hours
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every month to keep everything clean and weed free. I
consider myself very fortunate to be working with this crew.

I am very impressed with the involvement of the local
community here; there is a strong sense of ownership and
pride in Kershaw from the locals. I have been enjoying
working with Panaca Elementary, Caliente Elementary, and
the local Boy Scouts. Thank you Nicelas Escobedo for your
Eagle project! This attitude of stewardship can be attributed
to the past efforts of Jonathan Brunjes in bringing State
Parks and Caliente together through special events and
services, which will continue as tradition.

I have had the opportunity to work on the Park to Park Pedal
and Pumpkins in the Park with great results, Thank you
Cody Tingey and Dawn Andone for your instruction,
assistance, and patience. December 8 will bring our next
event: Winter Wonderland and Toy Drive!

I have learned and done much more than I ever thought I
would in the last few months, and I am looking forward to
more! [ am very thankful for this opportunity,

“Doors of opportunity
don’t open,
they unlock;
it is up to you
to turn the knob.”
--Lily Taylor
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VALLEY OF FIRE STATE PARK

By Amber Heman
't The Valley has sad news to report, our newest

D

t—=fi—»k employee from the last article, known affectionately

as “The Old Man” was found near Arch Rock
_ campground and has been retired posthumously. The
-  rangers are glad not to have to chase him away
repeatedly, but many regulars will miss him. Personally, I
suspect the White Tailed Antelope Ground Squirrels may have
had a part in his “siipping from a ledge,” as he had been
spotted cutting into their business of begging for food from
our visitors and campers.

Ben, Lee, Michelle, and Stacy returned for duty on
September 1 to join with Thomas, Chris and Jenni as they
gear up for our busy season. If September is any indication
(visitation was up [7%)}, we are going to need each and every
person. Jay and Trisha will be on board by November I. We
thank all of thern for returning!

Rangers Craig Robinson and Kyle Groth have
almost completed marking our newest trail, the
“Fire Wave” or “Wave” trail. This new addition
was the result of the sandstone picture seen on
the front of the State Parks map brochure,
which was taken by a freelance German
photographer, who then circulated it via a popular German
tour guide book, complete with map. It seems to be quite the
draw and appears to be as popular as the White Domes Loop
and Mouse’s Tank hikes.

Ranger Amber Heman has become scarce around the office,
as she begins her program season. From her “Leave No Trace”
training program, Halloween Jubilee, and all her assorted
programs with the local schools and weekend programs, her
schedule is booked!

Lastly, work has not been pleasant for Supervisor Hammeons
and Ranger Santee as they have been battling problems with
the Atlatl Rock dump station, so the B.S. was running higher
than usual! © Hopefully it will get resolved soon.

e

At the end of our summer season,
we received much needed rain,
albeit all at the same time, causing
flooding and damage to our
roadway to White Domes. Rod
Lewis and help were able to make

\ repairs and get it open again

\ quickly. Despite these hurdles we

\ welcomed it after a very dry spring
and summer.
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JACK CLIFTON CAMPGROUND DEDICATION
By Joy Elwood

Saturday, October 6
was the campground
dedication to Jack
Clifton at Spring
Valley State Park.
Both Dave Morrow
and Enc Johnson
atitended the event
along with family

members and friends.

: o ’ A [N }
The following is the wording on the plaque: “Biologist Jack
Clifton spoke for a resource that couid not speak for itself.
Jack’s involvement in habitat improvement was always
professional, but beyond that, his work was driven by his
passion and his personal experiences in the outdoors. It is
very rare that an individual is honored with this type of
recognition in a State Park. However, it is an honor for
Nevada State Parks to recognize Jack’s contributions to
Spring Valley State park in this manner. We thank Jack’s
family for making this happen. Nevada State Parks takes
pride in commemorating Jack Clifton’s dedication to Spring
Valley State Park with this plaque. May it remind us to do
our best regardless of obstacles and inspire the next
generation to fill their lives with the same commitment Jack
Clifton had for a better world.”

AAA DONATES $20.250

By Joy Elwood

From July 1 through
August 31, AAA ran a
“Summer Road Trip”
campaign to donate five
dollars to Nevada State
Parks for each AAA =
insurance quote completed at an AAA branch office.

On Tuesday, October 23, AAA

The Fire Canyon project has been causing some
traffic delays and filming hiccups, but the project
seems to be moving at a good pace. Asphalt
work began October 15; it will be a beautiful
new addition for our visitors, new and returning
when it is completed.

presented a check to Nevada State
Parks for $20,250. This event was
attended by staff from Lahontan
State Recreation Area as recipients
of the funds. Lahontan will use the
funds for park signs and directional

signs.



FALL 2012
MOTIVATIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Before everything else, getting
ready is the secret of success.
~ Henry Ford

success. It is the result of
preparation, hard work and
learning from failure. —
Anonymous

Success is a journey, not a destination. — Anonymous

A man who believes he can do something right is probably
right, and so is the man who believes he

can’t. — Martin Luther King

Just go out there and do what you’ve got
to do. — Martina Navratilova

You cannot achieve a new goal by
applying the same leve! of thinking that
got you where you are today. — Albert
Einstein

The man who makes no mistakes does not usually make
anything. — Anonymous

You can’t have rosy thoughts about the future when your mind
is full of blues about the past. — Anonymous

Part of a happy day is refusing to be affected by negative
thoughts. - Anonymous

Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of
changing himself. — Leo Tolstoy

Fall seven times, stand up eight. — Japanese
Proverb

A happy person is not a person in a certain
set of circumstances, but a person with a
certain set of attitudes, — Hugh Downs

Don’t go through life, grow through life. — Anonymous

There are two ways to live: one is as though nothing is a
miracle; the other is as if everything is. — Albert Einstein

Winning isn’t everything. Wanting to win is. — Catfish Hunter

We are told that talent creates its own opportunities. But it
sometimes seems that intense desire creates not only its own
opportunities, but its own talents. — Eric
Hoffer -

Love the world as your own self, then you
can truly care for all things. — Loa Tsu
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HUMOROQUS AND PRACTICAL WISPOM
By Various Authors

Nothin’ on earth is finer than a good, slow, two-inch rain.

Don’t corner something that
is meaner than you.

Don’t ride a new path at full
trot.

It’s easier to patch a broken mirror than a
reputation.

Don't try to hold a barn cat against his will.
Don’t share a crosscut saw with a quitter.
‘Whatever the illness, time is the best cure.

Words that soak into your ear are whispered, not
yelled.

A bumble bee is faster that a John Deere tractor.
Vs ', if you find yourself in a hole, the first
{1 '/ ¥ thing to do is stop digging.
1
h Don’t’ worry about biting off more than

you can chew. Your mouth is probably a whole lot bigger ‘n
you think.

If you’re riding ahead of the herd, take a look back every now
and again to make sure it’s still there.

You can just about always stand more than you think you can.

When you’re trying something new, the fewer people who
know about it, the better. e Bl ——

Don’t let so much reality into your life
that there’s no room left for dreaming.

Letting the cat out of the bag [
is a whole lot easier than |
putting it back.

The quickest way to double your
money is to fold it over and put it =
back in your pocket.

—

OO

Two dry logs will burn one green one. . LRy

Never miss a good chance to shut up.

Always try to be a bit nicer than is called for, but don’t take
too much guff.
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PERSONNEL By Anke Simpson
Since we are going into the slower season for most of our parks, I
would like to remind everybody that it is a good time of the year
to catch up on some mandatory or just informational classes
offered by the Division of Human Resource Management. Many
of the mandatory classes can now be taken online, which will
make it easier on staff in the rural
areas. The online classes can be
accessed by logging on to
http:/invelearn.nv.gov/imoodle/
Some of the courses available
online are:

Defensive Driving (Refresher)
Nevada Information Security Awareness
Sexual Harassment Prevention (Refresher)
Handling Grievances

Interviewing and Hiring

Work Performance Standards

Evaluating Employee Performances
Progressive Disciplinary Procedures

Alcohol and Drug Testing Procedures
Introduction to Equal Employment Opportunity

Randy Denter our Park Ranger [ at Spring Mountain Ranch will
be graduating from the POST Academy on November 16.
October was a big month for permanent staff changes. We filled
many of our vacancies that month.

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Nevada Division of State Parks

New Permanent Emplovees:
Blake Clark started at the Division Office on 10/1/12 as a

Project Manager 1. Brett Simmerly accepted the
Maintenance Repair Specialist II position at Lake Tahoe on
10/1/12. Mark Colwell started working the Equipment
Mechanic III position for the Southern Region on 10/8/1

Promotions:

Sandy Hufford promoted from her Administrative Assistant
H position to the Park Ranger Technician III position at
Valley of Fire on 10/1/12. Jose Marquez accepted a
promotion from his seasonal Park Aid I position to a
Maintenance Repair Specialist IT position at Northern Region
Headquarters on 10/15/12.

Terminations:

Jarrod Mesloh left his Maintenance Repair Specialist II
position at Northern Region Headquarters on 8/2/12. John
Hayden transferred from his Communications Systems
Specialist I position at Southern Region Headquarters to
Enterprise IT Services at the Department of Administration
on 8/24/12.
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