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INTRODUCTION 

Legal Authority 

 

 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, recreation and tourism is the largest  
industry by dollar amount in the western United States and second largest employer. 
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Jedediah Smith was the first white person to  
cross what is now Nevada, while on a beaver  

hunting expedition in 1826. 
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OUTDOOR RECREATION IN NEVADA 

Public Outdoor Recreation Facilities 

Water Resources 

Public Lands in Nevada 

Federal Providers of Outdoor Recreation 
in Nevada 
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Nevada contains more prominent  mountain ranges,  
over 30, than any other state. Nevada Rivers,  

with the exception of those feeding into the Colorado 
River in the southern part of the State, do not reach  
the ocean.  They usually terminate in seasonal lakes  

that go dry during  summer months. 
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Nevada is a Spanish term meaning “snow covered”, and was applied by Spanish explorers  
gazing into the Sierra Nevada Range and the forbidding unexplored territory  stretching east. 
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Significant Local Outdoor Recreation Resources 

Location County Facility 

Location City Facility Location City Facility (Continued) 
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Local Recreation Providers 

 

 

According to the Outdoor Industry Foundation, outdoor equipment sales and  
services generated $1.8 billion in annual economic activity across Nevada in 2006. 
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Private Recreation Providers 

 

 

Selected Summary: Outdoor Recreation and 
the Private Business Sector in Nevada 
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Activity Providers 
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The Nevada State Park System 

 

Northern Region 
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Southern Region 

Native American Recreation Providers 
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Other State of Nevada  
Recreation Providers 

 

Outdoor Recreation Usage in Nevada 

 

 

Wildlife Management Area Location 
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TABLE 1: Nevada State Park Visitation  
by Place of Residence, Out-of-State  
Versus In State 

 

TABLE 2: Most Popular Outdoor  
Activities for Nevada 

 

 

Total 100 % 

Activity 

Nevadans  
Participating 
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TABLE 3: Most Popular Educational  
Recreation Activities for Nevadans 

 

 

Participation Trends  

 

Activity 

Nevadans  
Participating 
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Nature-Based Activities 

Outdoor Recreation in Nevada |   

TABLE 4 Nevada Participation Trends 1995-2009 

Activity 

Percent 
participating 

1995 

Millions of 
participants 

1995 

Percent 
participating 

2009 

Millions of 
participants 

2009 

Percent change in 
number of 

participants 
1995-2009 

Viewing/Learning Activities 

Activity 

Percent 
participating 

1995 

Millions of 
participants 

1995 

Percent 
participating 

2009 

Millions of 
participants 

2009 

Percent change in 
number of 

participants 
1995-2009 
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Activity 

Percent 
participating 

1995 

Millions of 
participants 

1995 

Percent 
participating 

2009 

Millions of 
participants 

2009 

Percent change in 
number of 

participants 
1995-2009 

Activities in a Developed Setting 
 

Water-Based Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 

Percent 
participating 

1995 

Millions of 
participants 

1995 

Percent 
participating 

2009 

Millions of 
participants 

2009 

Percent change in 
number of 

participants 
1995-2009 



23 

 

 

 

Snow and Ice-Based Activities 

 

Hunting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Popularity of Major Public  
Recreation Sites 

 

 

 

Activity 

Percent 
participating 

1995 

Millions of 
participants 

1995 

Percent 
participating 

2009 

Millions of 
participants 

2009 

Percent change in 
number of 

participants 
1995-2009 

Snowboarding 2.2 0.027 8.4 0.168 522.2 

Sledding 8.0 0.095 18.6 0.373 292.6 

Ice skating out-
doors 

2.1 0.025 3.0 0.059 136.0 
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Demographic Insights 

 

TABLE 5: Nevada Participants in Hiking  
by Education Level 

 

 

TABLE 6: Nevada Participants in Hiking  
by Family Income Level 

Hikers’ Family  
Income Level 

Percent Participating 

<$15,000 37.5 

$15,000-$24,999 21.0 

$25,000-$49,999 42.1 

$50,000-$74,999 54.9 

$75,000-$99,999 58.0 

$100,000-$149,999 49.9 

$150,000+ 51.5 

All Residents, age 16 and 
older 

41.4 

Hikers’ 
Education Level  

Percent Participating 

Less than high school 33.7 

High school graduate 37.7 

Some college 43.1 

College degree 59.2 

Post-graduate degree 52.9 

All Residents, age 16 and 
older 

41.4 
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STRATEGIES FOR NEVADA  
OUTDOOR RECREATION 

 

Strategy 1: Ensure Proper Maintenance  
and Upkeep of Existing Outdoor Recreation 
Facilities. Manage impacts to outdoor  
recreation sites from increasing usage. 

Strategy 2: Provide an Appropriate Level of 
Facilities and Services at Outdoor Recreation 
Sites. 
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Strategy 3:  Ensure Sufficient Ongoing  
Funding for Existing and Planned Outdoor 
Recreation Facilities.  

 

Strategy 4: Promote conservation of state-
wide water resources and wildland areas. 
Strive to work with partners to gain land-
scape level conservation: river, riparian and 
natural water bodies and land conservation 
for wildlife and their habitats. 
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Strategy 5: Maintain and Improve Access to 
Public Land. 

  

Strategy 6: Maximize Connectivity of Existing 
and Planned Public Trail Systems. 
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Strategy 7: Increase Educational Facilities and 
Opportunities at Outdoor Recreation Sites. 

Strategy 8: Increase Public Outreach on Out-
door Recreation to Children, Students and 
Currently Underserved Populations. 
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Studies of the social benefits of outdoor recreation  
frequently find synergistic benefits in other social  

indicators, beyond the obvious health improvements  
from activity. For example, reductions in obesity  

can generate increases in self-esteem with a  
corresponding improvement in school performance  

and emotional health. 
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