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Facilities & Visitor Services
MAIN RANCH HOUSE
The main ranch house is open daily from 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Here 
visitors will find information about the ranch and surrounding 
areas, and can take a self-guided tour of the ranch house inte-
rior. Park docents are available to answer questions.

gUIDED TOURS
Guided tours throughout the historic area are given on week-
days at 12 p.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. and weekends at 12 p.m., 1 
p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. 

Entrance Fee
An entrance fee is charged per vehicle upon entering the park.

Picnicking
The picnic area is open daily from 8 a.m. until dusk.

Group Use Area
A group use area is available by reservation for groups of up to 
200 people. Please contact the park office for more information 
or to make a reservation.

REMINDERS
It takes centuries for nature to restore a desert area to its origi-
nal condition once the soil and vegetation have been disturbed, 
so please observe the following:
 Drive on established roadways 
 Park in designated areas
 Pets must be kept on a leash no longer than six feet in length
 Plants, animals and minerals are protected by state law
 Dispose of litter in appropriate receptacles 
 Observe closed areas and all signs
 Do not climb trees (the trees are more than 400 years old)
 Visitors are responsible for knowing park regulations
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901 S. Stewart St., Suite 5005

Carson City, Nevada  89701–5248
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The Division of State Parks prohibits  discrimination in its programs and activities on the basis of 
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PARK FEATURES

 CLIMATE: At 3,800 feet, the 
ranch is usually 10−15 degrees 
cooler than the Las Vegas Valley.	
Temperatures range from below 
freezing to above 100 degrees 
and winds gusting down Sand-
stone Canyon are not uncom-
mon. The summer season usually 
brings a few thunderstorms and 
flash floods. Winters are cold, 
with occasional snow showers.

 NATURAL RESOURCES: Be-
cause of the higher elevation, the 
ranch offers a diverse opportu-
nity for plant study. 
	 Four plant communities are 
represented: Desert scrub, Black 
brush, Pinon-Juniper and Ripar-
ian. Plants typical of the desert, 
as well as woodlands, can be 
seen. 
	 With adequate rainfall the 
spring brings a burst of wildflow-
ers. Common species sighted are 
desert marigold, globe mallow, 
brittlebush, Joshua tree, Mohave 
Yucca and Indigo bush.
	 Animal life is diverse but 
nocturnal, so many species go 
unseen. Typical desert animals 
include a variety of lizards and 

snakes, antelope ground squirrels, jackrabbits, cotton tails, 
kit fox, coyote and wild burros. Higher elevation species 
include rock squirrel, badger, mule deer and bighorn sheep.

PARK SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

 Spring Mountain Ranch Docents: The Spring Mountain 
Ranch Docents are part of a volunteer non-profit organization 
dedicated to interpreting the cultural and natural history of the 
park. The association provides staffing services and guided tours, 
as well as in-kind and financial support for programs and historic 
building improvements. For more information about becoming a 
docent or park volunteer, please call the park at (702) 875–4141. 
Please visit the “Jot ‘Em Down” gift shop at the Ranch. Purchases 
benefit the park.

 Super Summer Theater: Cultural events are put on by 
Super Summer Theater every May through September.  View 
the performance calendar and get ticket information by visiting 
www.supersummertheatre.com or calling (702) 594–7529.

Living History Programs 

Living history programs bring the past back to life for a brief mo-
ment, giving visitors an opportunity to view life at the ranch as it 
might have been. 
	 These programs, which began in 1992, include costumed role 
playing, demonstrations and re-enactments of historic events 
such as the Civil War. 
	 Each spring and fall a series of living history programs are 
presented depicting the lives of early settlers such as old Bill 
Williams, Jim Wilson, Olive Lake and other prominent Las Vegas 
pioneers. 
	 Programs are presented in the first person as seen through the 
eyes of the character, or are narrated descriptions of events in 
the lives of early pioneers. Demonstrations of pioneering skills 
are also presented, and visitors are encouraged to participate.


